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Summer Star Wildlife Sanctuary is a place of tranquility and 
self-reflection. It loves rocks, trees, and birds. In that loving,  
we find nourishment for our spirits and our souls. These forty-
five acres of natural land are home to plants, streams, glacial 
boulders, and wild animals large and small.

WILD BY NATURE
The Black and White Worlds of 
ERIK HOFFNER

NATURE is unpredictable: one minute serene and 
beckoning, the next wild and chaotic, its forms sculpted 
by elemental forces over incredible spans of time and its 
creatures driven by impulses and ways of knowing that remain 
largely mysterious. Our world is wild by nature, destroying  
and creating anew in a process that may seem random,  
but in practice is measured, methodical, and impressive. 

Erik Hoffner’s inspiration stems from seeking these wilds  
out to understand and express their untamed nature, savage 
indifference, and even orderly beauty. "Wild by Nature" 
showcases three series created over two decades of 
photojournalism and fine art photographic projects: images 
of ice formations unknowingly created by fishermen in 
partnership with elemental forces, scenes of destruction  
left in the chaotic wake of a recent Massachusetts tornado,  
and portraits of semi-wild breeds of livestock recently saved 
from extinction in Poland. 

Capturing these images with 
techniques ranging from 
time-tested black and 
white processes to the 
experimental terrain of 
distorted lenses mounted 
on toy cameras loaded 
with infrared film adds 
to the breadth and 
unpredictable nature  
of the photographs  
on exhibit.

ERIK HOFFNER is a 
freelance photojournalist and fine 
art photographer whose work 
appears in publications ranging 
from The Guardian to National 
Geographic, Northern Woodlands, 
The Washington Post and The 
Sun. His photography has been 
exhibited at galleries throughout 
New England and as far away as 
the New Mexico capitol building 
in Santa Fe. As an editor for 
global news service Mongabay, 
he works to keep 32 million global 
readers informed of the latest 
developments in conservation 
news and science. Previously,  
he was a columnist, photographer, 
podcast host, and outreach 
coordinator for the award-winning 
print magazine Orion for 13 years. 
He’s an exhibiting member at the 
Vermont Center for Photography 
and a member of the Society of 
Environmental Journalists, and 
lives in Western Massachusetts. 
Visit www.erikhoffner.com to view 
his latest projects, or find him  
on Instagram and Twitter via  
@erikhoffner.
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ICE VISIONS
A collaboration between ice fishermen and photographer: 
when fishing holes refreeze overnight, nature’s wild artistic 
side emerges. Perfectly augered circles become worlds 
both interstellar and microscopic, organic or even toxic 
in appearance when captured on black and white film. In 
morning light with tiny bubbles from below fixed in thick new 
ice, these scenes come to life as eyes, stars, cells or galaxies.

LITTLE WORLDS
A “Diana” is a plastic toy camera that stretches film behind  
the most basic of lenses. This unpredictable setup allows  
wide latitude to the photographer who estimates shutter 
speed, aperture, and focus, plus with a fisheye lens it delivers 
a surreal round view, a tiny wild globe. Some of these images 
were created on infrared film to bring forward dark blue skies 
or the dreamy gauziness of green seaweed or leaves.

HERITAGE HOMECOMING
Images from a magazine assignment about heritage livestock 
breeds recently saved from extinction in Poland. Though 
new ‘improved’ breeds are often preferred by agribusiness, 
heritage breeds like these maintain a level of wildness, and 
a vigor that hybrids must gain through fortified feed and 
antibiotics. Heritage livestock can be a better fit for small 
or organic farms – these semi-wild animals are strong and 
independent, foraging afar in meadows and thickets. Portraits 
of these time-proven breeds on traditional black and white film 
capture the rekindling of their historic partnership with farmers.


